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the first stroke. Danton, when condemned, or shortly before it, told his judges that he had observed in reading history that men generally perished by the instruments of destruction which they had themselves created. 'I' (says he) 'created the Tribunal Revolutionnaire by which I am shortly to be destroyed.' Shakespeare had made Macbeth pronounce the same dreadful sentence on the wickedly ambitious long ago. ' But in these cases we still have judgment here ; that we but teach bloody instructions which, being taught, return to plague the inventor: this even-handed justice commends the ingredients of our poisoned chalice to our own lips.' God only knows who next is to drink out of the same cup, but, as far as I can judge, there is no want of liquor. The rest depends on circumstances."
"Every gazette announces new victories, and gives, of course, hope that France may soon enjoy that freedom from which she derives her name," Morris wrote, July 4th, to Leray de Chaumont at Nyon. "Let me offer congratulations on this anniversary of American Independence, our country's natal day. The new Federal city (Washington) will be unquestionably one of the first cities on earth, and when I get back to America I mean to choose a good spot and build a house on it for myself. Five hundred dollars would buy a lot. Ships take building materials cheap from ports of Europe to Washington ; and twenty-five thousand dollars would build a very large house in the American way of building, without parquets, carving, gilding, and the like costly ornamentations."
Morris's next letter to Washington, dated July 25th, had for its subject the trials of Madame de Lafayette, and also was an acknowledgment of a letter of Washington's, "which had," he wrote, "been a little more than a year in its passage. Before it reached me Madame de Lafa-strongest. Perhaps the victory depended onlotined ia April, 1794.                                                              ' i .ad then particularly in view were Chabot * and company,
